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STATISTICS  AND  LOCAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  in  Acres 80,220 

Population  (Registrar 

General !s  mid-year  estimate  7,360 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  . . . 2,525 

Number  of  Council  Houses  owned  . . ..  . . 320 

Density  of  persons  per  house  . . . 2.9% 

Rateable  Value 

(at  31st  March,  1965)  .. £130,805 

Value  of  Penny  Rate  (Estimate) 

(Year  to  31st  March,  1966)  £528. 1*0. 

Ar  ea  Comparability  Factors:-  Births  1.15 

Deaths 0.78 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

Live  Births  ..  122 

Live  Births,  rate  per  1,000  population  . . ..  16.57 

Live  Births,  rate  per  1,000  corrected  18.55 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total 

live  births  4*9% 

Stillbirths  2 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  16.12 

Total  live  and  stillbirths  124 

Infant  deaths  under  one  year . . 7 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  ..  57.37 

Legitimate  Infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate 

births  51*7 

Illegitimate  Infant  deaths  per  1,000 

Illegitimate  births  166.6 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  cont. 

Neo-Natal  mortality  rate  (death  under  4 weeks  per 

1,000  total  live  births)  32.78 

Early  neo—natal  mortality  rate  ( deaths  under  one 

week  per  1,000  total  live 

births  24.59 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (Stillbirths  and  death 
under  one  week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and 

still  births  40.32 

Maternal  mortality  (including  abortion)  Nil 

Deaths  15.76 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  (corrected)  12.29 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Males 

Maligmant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  2 


Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus  4 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast  ..  - 

Maligmant  Neoplasm,  Uterus  ..  .. 

Other  Malignant  & Lymphatic  Neoplasms  ..  *.  ..  4 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia  #t6  ..  - 

Diabetes  . . 1 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  ..  ..  *.  S 

Coronary  Diseases,  Angina  ..  . e • . ..  ..  15 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  2 

Other  Heart  Disease  ..  * 10 

Other  Circulatory  Disease  ..  ..  3 

Pneumonia  , . . 4 

Bronchitis  ..  ..  ..  3 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  . . 1 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  - 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate ..  ..  1 

Congenital  Malformations  ..  1 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-Defined  Diseases  ..  ..  ..  2 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  ..  ..  ..  - 

All  Other  Accidents  ..  ..  ..  ..  1 

Suicide  . . ..  * 2 

TOTAL  64 


Females 


1 

1 

2 

1 

9 

8 

14 

4 

3 

2 


5 

1 

1 

52 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Holsworthy  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

Again,  I have  pleasure  in  presenting  this  Annual  Report  on  the 
work  of  the  Public  Health  Department  during  the  year. 

Following  certain  changes,  in  both  staff  and  administration  in 
1964,  things  began  to  settle  down,  and  a routine  pattern  of  duties 
emerged.  Meat  Inspection  continued  to  take  predominance  over  other  duties, 
with  increased  throughput  at  both  of  the  Slaughterhouses  licenced  by 
the  Council.  100%  inspection  of  all  carcases  was  maintained  in 
accordance  with  current  regulations. 

A steady  flow  of  applications  for  Standard  Grants  was  maintained, 
with  an  approximate  average  of  four  per  month  being  submitted.  In  the 
majority  of  cases,  amounts  higher  than  £155  were  approved  for  additional 
items,  as  laid  down  in  the  Housing  Act,  1964. 

A programme  to  deal  with  unfit  houses  within  this  district  was 
put  into  operation,  to  proceed  concurrently  with  new  housing  schemes. 

Such  was  the  case  with  the  parish  of  Bridgerule,  where  most  of  the 
Housing  Act  duties  were  carried  out. 

Once  more,  I extend  my  gratitude  to  the  Council1 s Officers 
and  Staff  for  thier  co-operation  and  courtesy,  and  in  particular, 
to  Mr.  R.A.J.  King,  the  Council’s  Surveyor,  for  his  help  and  advice, 
to  Mr.  T.C.J.  White  for  his  loyal  service  and  support,  and  to  Mrs. 

Flenley  for  her  valued  assistance. 


C.J.  Smith 

(Senior  Public  Health  Inspector) 
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DETAILS  OF  INSPECTIONS  MADE 

Visits 

Meat  Inspection  ..  ..  ..  625 

Public  Health  Act ##  51 

Housing  Acts  * 95 

Improvement  Grants  ..  ..  0 t # 234 

Building  Byelaws ,,  , , 2£ 

Drainage  56 

Water  Supplies  ..  ..  ..  ##  ,,  #0  ..  42 

Refuse  Tips  # # 4 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  .*  ..  ..  0#  36 

Food  Premises  17 

Food  Inspection  «.  ..  ..  ##  ..  4 

Bakehouses  *.  » . Nil 

Insect,  Pests  and  Rodent  Control  25 

Caravans  * * 0 , * * ##  0#  #0  #0  ##  12 

Disease  of  Animals  ##  ##  * #0  4 

Nuisances  , « *.  , * #0  #0  ##  , , ##  5 

Facoories  # ..  00  1 

Council  Houses  ..  ##  0.  3 

Petroleum  ##  *»  *.  . . . 0 .*  00  ..  47 

Miscellaneous  ..  ##  **  ..  0#  . # 0.  17 
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HOUSING 


The  following  is  a list  of  houses  provided  by  the  Council:- 


Pre-war : 

Holsworthy  - Foresters  Road  17 

- Dobles  Terrace  6 

- Pins  Park  8 

Milton  Damerel  - Venn  Green  2 

Chilsworthy  - Newcourt  2 

Bridgerule  - Littlebridge  2 

Pyworthy  - Derriton  Road  2 

a total  of  39 


Post-war 


Holsworthy  - Pins  Park  10 

- Glebe land  64 

- Stanhope  Close  48 

- Westcroft  (aluminium 

prefabs ) 14 

- Well  F&rk  (converted 

war-time  huts)  6 
Ashwater  - Manor  Park  6 

Black  Torrington  - Bowhay  10 

Bradford  - Queens  Park  8 

Bradworthy  - Tuckers  Park  20 

Bridgerule  - Bridgepark  20 

Clawton  - Claw  Park  12 

Halwill  - Holywell  Park  12 

Ha  Twill  -*  Fir  Park  2 

Chilsworthy  - Quarry  Park  4 

Milton  Damerel  - Venn  Green  4 

Milton  Damerel  - Beech  Park  6 

Fyworthy  - Derriton  Road  10 

Sut combe  - Square  Park  7 

Tetcott  - Lana  Park  4 

Thornbury  - Dennis  Close  4 

West  Putford  - Sessacott  2 


273 
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HOUSING  ( contcL  ) 


During  the  year,  a total  of  39  houses  were  completed  under  the 
Councils  housing  programme,  which  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Surveyor, 
At  the  same  time,  a schedule  was  compiled  of  houses  considered  unfit  for 
human  habitation,  and  requiring  immediate  attention,  a start  was  then 
made  on  dealing  with  each  property,  by  individual  representation, 
concentrating  on  parishes  where  new  accommodation  became  available. 

As  progress  was  made,  it  bacame  apparant  that  a little  more  emphasis 
ought  to  be  given  on  providing  more  accommodation  for  aged  people,  i.e. 
one  or  two  bedroom  bungalows. 

Houses  completed  during  the  year  were:- 

a)  By  the  Rural  District  Council  ..  . . 39 

b)  By  private  enterprise  . . ##  ..  10 

Number  on  the  list  at  the  end  of  1963,  after  transfer  of  new 
tenancies  and  removal  of  persons  having  left  the  district  - 108 

RENT  ACT,  1957 

One  application  for  a Certificate  of  Disrepair  was  made,  but  on 
investigation,  it  could  not  be  granted  as  the  complaint  was  found  to  be 
outside  the  scope  of  the  Act, 

IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 


Applications  for  Standard  Grants  continued  at  .a  steady  rate, 
with  a total  of  4 6 received  during  the  year.  All  were  given  approval. 


Five  Discretionary  Grants  were  applied  for,  three  of  which  were 
approved.  The  remaining  two  were  refused  on  the  grounds  that  the 
scheme^  submitted  did  not  bring  the  properties  completely  up  to  the 
required  standard.  However,  Standard  Grants  were  allowed  in  both  cases. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  1955 

FOOD  HYGIENE  (General)  REGULATIONS 


I960 


The  inspections  of  food  premises  have  been  made  when  visited  in 
connection  with  other  matters  i.e.  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises 
Act,  1963.  However,  in  two  cases,  inspections  were  carried  out  following 
complaints  from  members  of  the  public.  No  formal  action  was  deemed 
necessary  in  either  instance. 
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FOOD  PREMISES  IN  THE  AREA 


A 


Number  of  Food  Premises : — 


Bakehouses  

Bakers  Shops  * 

Butchers  Shops 

Cafes,  Resturants,  Fish  Salons 

Confectioner^  

Greengrocers  

Grocers  & Provision  Shops 
Markets  Pannier  


2 

2 

9 

5 

5 

1 

25 

1 


B.  Thirteen  premises  are  registered  under  Section  16  of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act  1955,  for  the  retail  sale  of  pre-packed  ice-cream. 

C.  Five  promises  are  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  sausages. 


SLAUGHTERHOUSES  AND  MEAT  INSPECTION 

There  was  a marked  increase  in  the  throughput  of  animals  during 
the  year  at  both  Halwill  Junction  and  Holsworthy  Slaughterhouses. 
Particularly  during  the  latter  three  months  of  the  year,  when  the 
premises  at  Holsworthy  were  taken  over  by  a new  occupier.  Negotiations 
were  made  during  that  time  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  premises 
following  a report  to  the  Council  during  the  previous  year. 

The  most  time  consuming  duty  carried  out  by  the  department  continued 
to  bo  meat  inspection.  One  hundred  per  cent  inspection  being  maintained 
with  the  help  and  co-operation  of  a local  veterinary  firm  during  sickness 
and  holidays. 

A total  of  63,291  food  animals  was  slaughtered  and  inspected  during 
the  year,  which  showed  an  increase  of  11.8$  over  19 64.  Of  these, 

46,590  were  slaughtered  at  Halwill,  which  was  an  increase  of  15$  for  that 
S la  ug  lit  er  hous  e . 

Details  of  the  numbers  slaughtered,  and  the  parts  or  organs 
condemned,  are  given  in  the  table  on  tho  following  page:- 


page  8 


• 

4 

• 

• 

. 


DETAILS  OF  ANIMALS  SLAUGHTERED  AMD  PARTS  CONDEMNED. 


♦ 

• 

Cattle 

'excluding 

:Cows 

t 

; Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

8c 

Lambs 

1 

1 

Pigs  j 

1 

j 

Number  Killed 

1 

119 

! l 

i 

89 

34, 127 

. 28,956  , 

Number  Inspected 

; 119 

i 

? 1 : 

89 

34, 127 

28,956 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT 

i • 

! 1 

• 

1 

t ~ r 

TUBERCULOSIS  AND 

CYSTICERCI 

i 

1 j 

t 

i » 

1 ! 

1 

i 

i 

1 

• 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

i 

1 Nil 

! 1 1 
i 

29 

! 

290 

i 

35 1 

1 

Carcase  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

U 

t 

t 

i 

* 

I i 

i 

i ~ 

i 

6 

1 

1 

1 

i 

4326 

i 

i 1 

1 ! 

4107 

1 i 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis  or 
cvsticerci* 

i 

! 

f 

j 

* 

f 

13 . 7/ 

i 

1 

i 

1 ; 

i 

: 100/  ; 

39.3/o 

t 

1 

1 

i 

j 

1 13.5% 

1 J 

j 

| , 

i 

t 

i j 

14 • U%  ! 

# 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY 

i 

, J 

1 

j 

1 

— ■ 1 - 

j 

Whole  carcase  condemned 

: Nil 

i Nil  : 

! 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

I 

t 

1 Nil 

• 

I 

• 

: Nil  | 

i [ 

Nil 

Nil 

J 

396  | 

' 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspec- 
ted affected  with  tuberculosis 

Nil 

i 

« 

Nil  | • 

Nil 

Nil 

1.4/  ; 

CYSTICERCOSIS 


Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 


organ  was  condemned 

1 

Nil  ! 

I 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

» ! 

1 1 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration 

Nil 

Nil  ! 

! ! 

Nil 

Nil 

1 i 

Nil 

1 

l 

Generalised  and  totally 

1.  condemned 

Nil 

( 

; ! 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

{ 

Nil 

j 

Percentage  of  Bovines  inspected 
affected  with  Cysticercus  Bovis 

0.84/ 

i 

i 

i 

Nil  i 

■ 1 

i 

Nil 

Nil 

! Nil 

1 

i 
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SEWERAGE  ARID  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


The  Council’s  Surveyor  undertakes  this  responsibility  in 
conduction  with  Consulting  Civils  Engineers.  Every  effort  was  made 
to  proceed  with  suitable  schemes  for  sewerxng  the  village  communities* 

Two  such  schemes  were  put  underway  at  Bradworthy  and  Chi Is worthy 
villages. 

A further  two  schemes  were  in  preparation  for  submission  to  the 
Ministry  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 


This  service  is  the  direct  responsibility  of  the  Surveyor  to  the 
Council.  Collections  are  generally  made  on  a fortnightly  basis,  with 
weekly  collections  in  the  larger  communities* 

All  disposal  is  carried  out  by  tipping,  although  investigations 
were  made  of  other  methods  of  disposal.  In  each  case,  it  was  found  to  be 
costly  for  this  type  of  area. 

WATER  SUPPLIES 


A number  of  properties  exist  which  have  only  a well  supply  for 
domestic  purposes . In  19  cases  found,  samples  were  taken  and  submitted  for 
nuialysis.  Out  of  these,  9 were  reported  as  being  grossly  polluted  and 
unsuitable  for  drinking.  Advice  was  given  in  each  case  to  the  owners 
for  remedial  measures  to  improve  their  supplies. 

RODENT  CONTROL 

Under  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries 
and  Food,  routine  treatments  of  the  sewer  systems  within  the  district 
were  carried  out.  Only  light  infestations  were  noted. 

The  Council  do  not  employ  a Rodent  Operator,  but  where  complaints 
are  received  from  the  public,  a visit  is  made  by  a Public  Health 
Inspector,  who  advises  on  the  best  treatment  from  the  extent  of  the 
infestation* 

PETROLEUM  LICENCES 

34  premises  are  licensed  for  the  storage  of  petroleum  spirit, 
making  a total  of  54*000  gallons  authorised  to  be  stored.  The  fees  paid 
to  this  Council  amount  to  £30.  5.  0* 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT  1963 


22  general  inspections  were  made  under  the  Act,  out  of  a total 
of  96  registered  premises  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  following 
table  shows  various  classes  of  registrations 


Class  of 

Premises 

i 

1 

! 

I Number  of 
; Premises  registered 

1 during  the  year 

j 

i 

! 

! 

Total  number 

i 

of  Premises 
registered  at  | 
end  of  year  j 

i 

i 

1 

No.  of  general 
registered 
prems.  received 
a general 
inspection 
during  the  year; 

Offices 

» 

1 

j 

43  1 6 

» 1 

Retail  Shops 

4 

39 

14 

Wholesale  Shops, 

1 

1 

i 

i 

\ 

i 

Warehouses  y 

| Nil 

' 

? | 

Nil  ! 

Catering  Establish- 

i 

! 

j 

i 

1 

! 

i 

! 

i 

ments  open  to  the 

1 ! 

f 

i 

t 

j 

public 

1 Nil 

5 ! 

Nil 

j Fuel  Storage  Deopts  I Nil 


t 


1 


2 


1 


t 


Inspections  revealed  that  the  facilities  which  were  lacking 
generally  cons is ed  of  washing  facilities,  sanitary  conveniences  and 
thermometers.  One  office  building  of  two  storeys,  employing  seven  persons, 
was  found  to  be  in  such  a poor  state,  that  it  was  considered  necessary 
to  demolish  the  property,  and  rebuild  on  the  same  site.  After  a number  of 
discussions  with  the  owner,  this  was  put  in  hand  during  the  year.  However, 
there  was  unnecessary  delay  of  three  months  due  to  objections  by  the 
County  Planning  Authority  on  aesthetic  grounds.  This  attitude  was  somewhat 
frustrating,  especially  in  view  of  the  efforts  by  this  department  to 
pursuade  an  employer  to  take  such  drastic  steps. 


Generally, 
whenever  promises, 


good  co-operation  has  been  encountered  with  employers 
within  the  scope  of  the  Act,  have  been  visited. 
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FACTORIES  ACT  1961 


Part  1 of  the  Act. 


1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Number  of 


(i) 

Premises 

| 

| Number  on 
; Register 

Ins pections 

Written 

Notices 

j Occupiers 

1 Prosecuted 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(1) 

Factories  in  which 

Sections  1,2,3, 4,  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 

Local  Authorities 

f 

• 

i 

t 

1 

! 

1 

i 

__ 

j * ” ■ * 

i 

1 

(11) 

• 

1 

Factories  not  included 
in  (l)  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

31 

- 

(111) 

Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority  j 

(excluding  outworkers f 
premises ) 

I 

i 

l 

j 

! 

! 

1 

1 

» 

TOTAL 

\ 

35  | 

j 

i 

1 

i 

1 

i 

— 

page  12 


■ 


